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piece of the Rock for your ufe ; as aifb to fignifie to me the 
dme, when they intend to uncover it ; that, if poflible, we 
may make feme fuch Experiments, as you have intimated* 
That parcel of Natural Salt, which the inftrument brought 
up, divers that faw itaflure me, was as hard as AUom> and as 
pure 5 and when pulverized, became an Excellent fine and 
iharp Salt* The firft difcoverer of it was one John facfifon of 
Ualton, about Ladyday laft, as he was fearching for Coals on 
the behalf of the Lord of the Soil, William Mar bury of Mar* 
bury Enquire. This is all I can at prefent ferve you in i only 
I am confuiting diligent and experienced perfons concerning 
the pra&ife of the Agriculture of this Country, and hope ere 
long to give you fuch an account as I can ; though I cannot 
hope to difcover any thing worth the notice of that truly 
Royal Society. It will be enough to fatisfie my ambition, if I 
may but be continued in your thoughts as a Well-wiiher to 
fuch Noble perfons and ddlgns. In confidence whereof I 
fubfcribej&c. 

An Accompt given by a Fhrentin Patrician, called Jo. Bat- 
tifta Donius, concerning away ofrefioring the Salubrity of 
the Country about Rome : Extracted out of the ninth Ita- 
lian Giornale de Letterati $ and Evglffit #s fol- 
lows. 

"*He Campagne of 'Rom, ("which is that Traft of Land, 
that is deftkute of Inhabitants and Trees, and extends 
kfelf for many miles, taking m Latium, and part of the an* 
dent Sabins, and of Tufiany,) would be of great ufe to the 
State, and of fubfiftence to the people, if it could be Inhabi- 
ted without that great danger to health, which now 'tis ib 
much noted and feafd for 5 Phyfitians efteeming, that from 
the Sumratr-Solftice unto the Autumnal Equinox, the Air of 
it is fo bad and noxious, that it would be great raflmefs to 
dwell there : A malignity, which in former Ages it was free 
from,at kaftan that of C/tfw, who, as appears by his Letters 
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lived therein the Summer-months, went from one place to a~ 
nother 5 and return'd to Rome^ without making mention of any; 
fuch danger* Whereiore that Country not being un whole- 
feme of its own Nature,but from adventitious caufes, it is pro- 
bable : that thofe may be removed ; as hath beenpropofed by 
Jo. Battifla Uomm % in hh Book De Rejiitmnda S.ahbritate Agri 
tkomavu 

This Author having in the beginning deliver'd fome Con- 
siderations touching the Air ofiW^and fhew'd, that it never 
was,ncr isjtnfalubrious^as 'tis thought > proceeds to that of the 
Country about Rome, and 

F;r/? 3 defcribes both the Antient and P'refent ftate and. dif- 
pofition of the Roman Campagne, noting the fituation of 
many antient places^ feveral particulars about the Greatnefi 
andCompafs of the City oiRome, and the Number of its In- 
habitants. jf*/?« Upftip 9 out of his great partiality to Old 
Rome, believed^ there were in it four Millions of men 5 but 
this Author thinks it much, if there was h much as one Mil- 
lion* 

Secondly, he examines the caufes D which render this Ro- 
man Territory fo unheal thfuli 5 affigning them to be the Sou- 
thern Winds reigning there 5 the many (landing Waters; the 
Jownefsofthefhore^ the inconftancy of the Weather ; and 
nhe excefliveheat of the Summer. 

Thirdly he difecurfes of the Remedies; efteeming that, 
as the infalubrity of that Campagne began only after it was 
wafted and difpeopled D by the incurfions of thofe Barbarous 
Nations, that invaded Italy , and deftroyed the habitations 
that were, there 5 fo the Air would recover its former good 
temperature^ that Country were again Inhabited, and tilled 
as before. So that > forth k, thofe Fields have no other no- 
xicufneft from Nature, buttheexcefs of heat and moifture, 
and a^fudden change of Winds; things, which indeed are apt 
2:0 incommode^ but not to make extraordinarily fick, much 
lifs kill the Inhabitants. And then, as to the evils that have 

been occafiond by mens negligence j he- thinks it an eafie 
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thing to remove them 5 fuch as are many ftagnant water% 
which he judgeth may be e^fily drained away into the neigh- 
boming Rivers by means of Channels; negle&ed hitherto, 
Ihegreateft evil are theP^/i»Lakes,and all that flat fhore of 
the Sea^whence the Sun t > t ads ftore of noxious fteams, which 
infedt the Air, being diffufrd by the Southern wkds through 
the neighbouring Country 5 especially by the SoutbEaft* 
Winds, which traverfing the length of thofe Lakes, raife and 
carry away with them peftiferous vapors* This Evil the Au- 
thor would remedy by draining thofe grounds, and by let- 
ting into them running and live waterb 5 as alfo by planting 
woods of Pine-trees, that fhould cover that Campagne and 
Rome it felf from thofe pernicious Lakes. 

Which being done, he would have the Houfesfor the new 
Inhabitants built o^iraifed ground, clofe joyned together in 
the forme of Ca files, there being no better remedy againft 
an ill Air than that of many Fires kept clofe together. And 
here he advifes,thatthe Churches.Granariesand Ammunhion- 
houfes, and other high Buildings fhould be raifed toward the 
South, thereby to fhelter fuch Caffles from the Winds that 
blow from that quarter* But above all things he recommends^ 
that good and wholefome Waters may be conveighed thither; 
a thing little lels neceflary for life than Air it felf; On which 
occafion he giveth an accurate account of all the Fountains-, 
Rivers, and other frefn Waters, that are to be found in that 
Campagne. 

Having faid this,he declareth fo great a confidence of his m 
thefe means well managed, that he is perfwaded, the Xnhabi* 
rants would foon prove very numerous there 5 efpecia!iy if meo 
were by the chief Governours of Rome encouraged with the 
conceffion of great priviledges and with good ufage to fettle ia 
that place. 






